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Welcome
● Staff Introductions
● Adviser Introductions



Staff Introductions

Madison Kraemer
Executive Director 

& State Adviser
madison@iowafbla.org 

Chris Dzurick
State Programs 

Manager
chris@iowafbla.org 

Susan Muehlenthaler
Professional 

Development Manager
susan@iowafbla.org 

Jodi Leimkuehler
Judges Manager

jodi@iowafbla.org 

More information about staff roles at iowafbla.org/state-staff 

mailto:madison@iowafbla.org
mailto:chris@iowafbla.org
mailto:susan@iowafbla.org
mailto:jodi@iowafbla.org
http://iowafbla.org/state-staff


Welcome to the Year



Welcome to the Year 
● Iowa FBLA Welcome Kit
● National Membership Kit
● Iowa FBLA Website
● Calendar
● Dues



Iowa FBLA Welcome Kit
● Welcome Guide + Letter
● Calendar
● Road to SLC Template
● Road to SLC Guidelines
● CCC Save the Date
● SLC Save the Date
● Financial Aid Opportunities Flyer



National Membership Kit
● Digital Kit - 

○ Welcome Guide
○ Competitive Events Posters
○ Champion Chapter Poster
○ Membership Poster
○ Conference Poster/Flyers



Iowa FBLA Website
● Home
● New Changes

○ Refreshed Look
○ New Navigation Bar

● Get Involved > Advisers
○ Condensed Pages
○ Intuitive Navigation

https://www.iowafbla.org/


Calendar
● Calendar of Events
● 2025-26 Changes

○ Leadership Retreat - TODAY!
○ Road to SLC Deadlines

● In your welcome kit & on Iowa 
FBLA website - Advisers Page

https://www.iowafbla.org/_files/ugd/e95a8c_154ac97e721742449485dfb65818bbdf.pdf


Dues & Important Dates
Dues Collegiate

Dues Rate $17

Dues Deadline March 1

Event Deadline

CCC Registration October 21

SLC Registration February 12

NLC Registration April 28



Communications



Communications
● State Emails
● National Emails
● Facebook Group
● Contacting State Officers



Communications
● Friday 5

○ Iowa FBLA communication
○ To all students & advisers, every 

Friday
● Adviser Alert

○ Emails from FBLA National 
Center

○ To all advisers & chapter officers, every other Wednesday
● Facebook Group: 

Advisers Lounge: Iowa Business/IT Educators

https://www.facebook.com/share/g/yP7RF53qKmKjbKQd/


State Officers
● Request an Officer Visit

○ Collegiate Officer Topics:
■ New Chapter
■ FBLA Collegiate 101
■ Programs
■ Conferences

Request a Collegiate Officer

https://www.iowafbla.org/collegiate-state-officer-team


What communication techniques are 
most effective with students? Why?



FBLA Connect



FBLA Connect
● Log in
● August 1st Reset
● Adding Members
● Defining Officers
● Additional Resources

○ FBLA Help Desk

https://connect.fbla.org/
https://fbla.zendesk.com/hc/en-us


Programs



Programs
● Excellence Awards
● Road to SLC
● Outstanding Chapter
● Community Service



Excellence Awards
● National Program - honors exceptional members who are 

committed to personal and professional growth and active 
involvement in FBLA

● 3 Levels
○ Bronze
○ Silver
○ Gold

● Learn More

https://www.fbla.org/excellence-awards/


Road to SLC
● State Program
● Create a quality chapter with 

activities focused on recruitment, 
financial management, community 
service, marketing, and more

● Quarterly Deadlines

*Recommended tool for new chapters



Outstanding Chapter
● National Program
● Membership, recruitment, and 

engagement-focused challenges
● 20 challenges to submit activities
● Learn More

*Recommended tool for new chapters

https://www.fbla.org/media/2025/08/2025-2026-Collegiate-Outstanding-Chapter-Poster_24x36.pdf
https://www.fbla.org/outstanding-chapter/


Community Service
● FBLA National Service Partner: 

Alzheimer’s Association
● Participate in suggest community 

service activities
● Learn More

● Create your own community service 
project(s) to impact YOUR community

https://www.fbla.org/alzheimers-association/


What state or national programs have 
the biggest impact on students? Why?



Competitive Events



Competitive Events
● Definitions
● 2025-26 Changes
● Learn More

https://www.fbla.org/collegiate/competitive-events/


Definitions
● Objective Test → 100 Question Test
● Production Event → 2 parts - objective test + production test
● Performance Events

○ Role Play → Interactive case with judges
○ Interview → Pre-submitted interview materials + interview
○ Presentation → Project on provided topic + presentation
○ Speech → Speech based on provided topic

■ Impromptu → Topic provided 10 minutes prior
○ Case Competition → Present solutions for a real life situation

*Events will be categorized as: Objective Test, Role Play, Production, or Presentation



2025-26 Changes (Collegiate)
Name Changes
● Marketing, Sales, & Communications Case 

Competition → Marketing & Sales Case Competition

New Events
● Business Law
● Customer Service
● Digital Design & Communications Case Competition
● Foundations of Digital Design



Conferences



Conferences
● Conferences Overview
● Conference Procedures
● CCC
● SLC
● NLC
● Best Practices



Conferences Overview
CCC SLC NLC

Stands 
For

Career Connections 
Conference

State Leadership 
Conference

National Leadership 
Conference

Date
November 13-15

Des Moines
February 27-28

Ankeny
June 6-8

Las Vegas, NV

Brief

Leadership development led 
by business professionals, 

workshops, case 
competitions

State level competitive 
events, leadership activities, 
expo hall, general sessions, 

and officer elections

National level competitive 
events, workshops, 

exhibitors, general sessions, 
and officer elections

Competitive 
Events

Yes - CCC specific Yes Yes



Conference Procedures
● Registration

○ Members must have dues paid to attend all 
conferences - CCC, SLC, and NLC

○ Register via Blue Panda
■ Students do not have Blue Panda log in

● Attendance
○ Not required to stay in on-site housing
○ Advisers encouraged, but not required to attend



CCC
● Interactive workshops, resume review, career fair
● Professional development day at Principal Financial Group
● Social events
● Networking opportunities
● Case competition

● Registration is live, 
read more here!

https://www.fbla.org/ccc/


SLC
● Each member may submit:

○ Maximum of three (3) events:
■ Any combination of objective tests, productions, and 

live presentation/performance events
● Each chapter may submit:

○ Maximum of four (4) entries per competitive event



SLC - Qualifying Events
● Accounting Case Competition
● Business Communication
● Business Ethics
● Business Law
● Business Presentation
● Community Service Project
● Computer Applications
● Customer Service
● Cybersecurity
● Digital Design & Communications Case Competition
● Emerging Business Issues
● Entrepreneurship Pitch Competition
● Finance Case Competition
● Foundations of Accounting
● Foundations of Communication
● Foundations of Computer Science
● Foundations of Digital Design
● Foundations of Economics
● Foundations of Entrepreneurship
● Foundations of Finance
● Foundations of Hospitality Management

● Foundations of Management
● Foundations of Marketing
● Foundations of Selling
● Foundations of Technology
● Future Business Executive
● Future Business Facilitator
● Hospitality Management Case Competition
● Impromptu Speaking
● International Business
● Job Interview
● Management Case Competition
● Marketing & Sales Case Competition
● Organizational Behavior & Leadership
● Parliamentary Procedure
● Project Management
● Public Speaking
● Retail Management
● Sports Management & Marketing
● State of Chapter Presentation
● Supply Chain Management
● Technology & Computer Science Case Competition

42total



SLC - Advancing to NLC
● Top four (4) in all events advance to NLC

○ Exceptions:
■ Recognition Awards - Who’s Who



NLC
● Each chapter may submit:

○ All qualifiers from SLC (top 4 in each event)
● At NLC:

○ Top 15 advance to finals in presentation/performance 
events

● Placement at NLC:
○ Top 10 recognized on stage



Conference - Best Practices
● Begin planning early
● Plan to attend all 3 conferences offered

○ Each offers something different
● Ensure fundraising plans
● Seek assistance from school or partners

○ Fundraising/Monetary Support
○ Transportation



How do you encourage student 
participation in conferences, especially 
for those who may be hesitant or lack 

confidence?



Scholarships



Scholarships
● National Scholarships



National Scholarships
● Collegiate National Scholarships

○ Dressed to Impress
● Formal wear/business attire

○ NLC Scholarship
● Complimentary registration + 

$500 to cover expenses
○ Distinguished Business Leader

● Outstanding FBLA members

Click Here for the

https://www.fbla.org/collegiate/awards-and-recognition/
https://connect.fbla.org/headquarters/files/SFA-Manual.pdf


How do you encourage members to seek out 
scholarships and participate in fundraising efforts, 
and what approaches are most effective in helping 

them succeed?



Wrap Up



Wrap Up
● 1 Takeaway

○ What new skill or activity will you 
be implementing this year?

● 1 Best Practice
○ What is your best piece of advice 

you would give other advisers?
● 1 Question

○ What is one question you still 
want answered?



Thank You!
Madison Kraemer

madison@iowafbla.org 

info@iowafbla.org 
866-442-3252
iowafbla.org  

mailto:madison@iowafbla.org
mailto:info@iowafbla.org
http://iowafbla.org

